
 St.   Charles   Borromeo   Parish   Council 
 Meeting   Minutes   –   May   24,   2022 

 Attendees:    Elizabeth   Cilano,   Jim   Peters,   Jerry   Streb,   Fr.   John   Firpo,   Gina   Reeder,   Ken 
 Whitney,   Jr.,   Lisa   Coon,   Mark   Stechschulte 

 1.   Opening   Prayer:  Jim   Peters 

 2.    General   Discussion:  SCB   Response   and   Reports 
 ●  Great   input,   can   generate   ideas   moving   forward,   skepticism   re   putting   into   action   -   who 

 will   help? 
 ●  Energy   and   enthusiasm   in   responses 
 ●  Many   common   themes   among   responses   -   some   issues   beyond   what   we   as   a   council 

 can   address 
 ●  Be   ‘optimistic   realists’ 
 ●  Input   came   from   people’s   hearts 
 ●  Strive   for   middle   ground   awareness 
 ●  Pick   one   point   a   month   for   bulletin 
 ●  Look   at   common   themes   in   responses 
 ●  Big   decisions   as   a   result   of   Synod   responses   will   be   made   at   higher   levels   -   the   task   for 

 PC   is   to   find   common   themes,   address   needs   locally 
 ●  Opinions   of   parishioners   range   from   conservative    to    liberal   -   we   recognize   that   we   can’t 

 please   everyone   in   trying   to   meet   needs   and   desires   of   parishioners 
 ●  While   we   can’t   make   everyone   happy,   can   respect   everyone 
 ●  Suggestion   to   make   utilizing   volunteers   a   priority 
 ●  Common   theme   -   be   welcoming   at   liturgies 

 Awareness   -   get   info   on   other   cultures   -   Hispanic,   Black,   LQBTQ+,   etc   be   aware 
 of   differences 
 Importance   of   being   open   to   all   people,   show   respect   to   all 

 ●  Reach   out   to   young   families,   those   aging   -   how   can   they   be   supported? 
 ●  Use   streaming   to   share   programs 
 ●  Be   rooted   in   our   faith 
 ●  Learn   about   other   denominations,   their   challenges,   their   successes 

 Hallmark   of   SCB:   openness/transparency   -   characteristics   of   a   vibrant   parish 
 Keep   focus   on   Gospel 
 Enhance   preaching   to   address   issues   people   face/but   not   politically 
 Discern   volunteers   for   talents   they   have   -   ie    match   gifts   with   tasks   to   be   accomplished 
 Hold   parish   together   as   one   family   -   capitalize   on   it   SCB   being   one   family   together   with 

 the   greater   church 
 Be   welcoming,   and   listen 
 Learn   to   listen,   listen   to   learn 



 3.   Areas   to   pursue 

 Need   for   adult   education   for   all,   and   for   young   parents   in   association   with   sacramental   prep   for 
 their   children.    Sacraments   are   an   avenue   to   reach   parents   -   return   to   including   parents   in 
 preparation   as   in   the   past   -   have   minimal   requirement   for   involvement   -   Amanuel   will   be 
 including   parents   more   in   sacramental   prep   for   their   children. 

 Tyler   has   been   asked   to   arrange   a   cyber   bullying   talk   for   youth   -   idea   to   invite   other   parishes, 
 other   denominations.  Expand   the   cyber-bullying  project   to   include   parents,   grandparents   and   the 
 general   parish. 

 Look   at   ways   to   bring   people   back   to   Mass   and   other   events   in   a   healthy   way 
 Offer   social   opportunities   again   -   Gina   M.   looking   into   this 

 Some   events   mentioned: 
 -Currently,   the   garage   sale   set   up   is   ongoing   -   many   thanks   to   those   volunteers! 
 -Possibility   for   Kof   C   to   host   fall   clambake? 
 -Mention   made   of   a   celebration   of   Fr.   Pius   and   Fr.   John   ordination   anniversaries 

 as   a   possible   future   event 

 Be   welcoming   to   children   -   even   noisy   ones!    Balance   families’   needs   with   desires   of 
 people   who   want   quiet   -   welcome   children   from   the   altar   -   it’s   OK   to   be   noisy. 

 Encourage   being   welcoming   of   those   around   us   at   mass,   suggestion   to   encourage 
 chatting   with   4   new   people   at   mass,   encourage   chatting   after   mass 

 Ask   people   for   ideas   to   meet   their   needs,   offer   suggestions   to   PC 
 Remind   people   that   PC   needs   their   input 

 PC   have   pulse   of   parish   as   parishioners   ourselves   and   through   our   interaction   with   parishioners 
 PC   members   need   to   be   recognizable   -   wear   name   tags,   photos   on   a   poster?   In   bulletin?   On 
 website? 

 4.   Next   Steps 
 -Get   feedback   re   what   parishioners   want   -   how   to   get   in   organized   way? 
 -  Explore   ways   to   establish  organized   feedback   from   congregation   on   additional   educational   or 
 community/cultural   awareness   themes 
 -Look   at   opportunities   for   spiritual   renewal   -   get   feedback   re   what   people   are   interested   in 
 learning   -   one   time   talks   at   advent   or   lent   rather   than   4   week   commitment 
 -Start   with   existing   groups   we   have,   apply   synod   info   to   them 
 -  Make   use   of   announcements  to   welcome   people   to   SCB   (e.g.   where   restrooms/changing 
 rooms   are   located,   etc.)   and    encourage   individual   parishioners   to   be   more   welcoming   in   action 
 and   attitude   to   those   immediately   around   them. 



 -  Support   Faith   Formation   (Amanuel   Malik)   in   instituting   the   Parental   Sacramental   Preparation 
 portion   of   Sacramental   Preparation,   including   using   this   portion   as   a   way   of   welcoming   young 
 families   to   SCB   and   encouraging   their   more   active   participation 
 -Re-introduce   Social   Programs   and   monitor   them   for   effectiveness. 
 -Conduct   special   educational   programs   (limit   them   to   one-   or   two-part   events)   during   the   year 
 (perhaps   Advent/Lent,   but   not   exclusive   to   these   times),   similar   to   Fr.   Kennedy's   retreat   three 
 years   ago   (perhaps   partnering   with   other   parishes   and   focusing   on   spiritual   renewal, 
 interdenominational   awareness   or   exploring   Church   policy   or   related   themes   issues. 
 -SCB   staff   and   PC   will   monitor   progress   and   review   at   end   of   2022-2023   year   for   additional 
 activities. 

 5.   Other   Items 
 Multi   parish   task   force   -   looking   at   how   to   share   resources/services   -   ie   adult   ed,   youth   ministry, 
 Also   evaluating   coordination   of   Mass   schedules 

 6.    Closing 
 Overall   theme   of   tonight’s   meeting:   SCB   is   a   welcoming   community,   Synod   responses   reflect 
 our   desire   to   be   welcoming   and   inclusive.    Task   ahead   for   PC   is   to   build   on   this   and   pursue 
 further   avenues   for   reaching   and   welcoming   even   more   members   of   our   community. 

 -respectfully   submitted   by   E.   Cilano 


